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Crown Lands visits Narrabeen Lagoon  

Focus on Fish and Frogs 

February 2012 

John Laxton, who measured water 
quality in Narrabeen Lagoon for 
25years, will take us on a journey — 
from pre-European times to the 
present day — with information about 
processes that have changed 
Narrabeen Lagoon—its water quality 
and resultant biodiversity.  

 
Martyn Robinson may surprise 
you with insights into the world 
of frogs.   Martyn is a well-
known naturalist who works at 
the Australian Museum and 
lives within the Narrabeen 
Lagoon catchment.  He is the 
author of the “Field Guide to 
Frogs of Australia”.   Martyn has a Bachelor of Applied Science 
degree from the C.C.A.E. (now the Canberra University). The 
natural world is a constant source of interest to him. 

 
Come and hear Marcus Schnell 
talking about fish living in the 
creeks that flow into Narrabeen 
Lagoon.  Marcus grew up in the 
catchment of Narrabeen Lagoon 
and spent a large portion of his 
childhood observing local flora and 
fauna while bushwalking and 
fishing in the area.   

Marcus has a Bachelor of Science 
Honours degree in biodiversity from Macquarie University and 
several years work experience in both aquatic and terrestrial 
ecology.  His desire to gain a better understanding of what fish 
species inhabit the creeks flowing into Narrabeen Lagoon led 
him to conduct a formal study of the area.  The findings are the 
topic of his presentation.   

 

Book your tickets now.  Phone: 9905 2135 
Or email: Judith Bennett <sydney.educ@npansw.org.au> 

Tony Carr, Stephen Fenn and Angus Gordon on the shore of 

Narrabeen Lagoon . 

On January 31, Friends arranged a tour of Narrabeen Lagoon and 
its catchment for Stephen Fenn, Manager of Strategic Projects, 
Catchments & Lands at the Department of Primary Industry.  

Mr Fenn spoke at our Forum last November and is involved in 
assessing the viability of Friends proposal for a State Park centred 
around Narrabeen Lagoon. 

Expert commentary was provided by committee member Angus 
Gordon. Tony Carr and Bruce Wilson were also in attendance.  

“It’s a very diverse and valuable environment, occupying a 
relatively small area,” commented Mr Fenn. “I can also 
appreciate the close attachment of the community with the 
lagoon and its catchment, and their interest in the future 
management of Crown land in the area.” 

The Friends team emphasised that Narrabeen Lagoon and 
environs attracted families from all over Sydney and that the 
creation of a State Park would enable facilities to be improved 
while at the same time providing permanent environmental 
protection for important bushland in its catchment.  

Friends urges government to declare the park, so that 
appropriate discussions can then take place with stakeholders. 
Planning Minister Brad Hazzard and local members Jonathan 
O’Dea and Rob Stokes met with senior staff from Crown Lands 
and the Minister’s office on February 7, to discuss a range of legal 
issues surrounding the creation of Narrabeen State Park. A 
meeting with Minister Katrina Hodgkinson to discuss the 
proposal is scheduled for the forthcoming parliamentary sitting. 



Trees or townhouses? Your support 
makes a difference! 

To: Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment  

P.O. Box 845, Narrabeen, NSW 2101 

[ ] YES! Enrol me as a member. I enclose 

[ ] $85 for 5-yr membership (unwaged $40)  

[ ] $20 for 1-yr membership (unwaged $10) 

Please make membership fee cheques payable to Friends 
of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment or make a transfer to 
BSB 802 147 Account 43591.Thank you. 

All applications for membership are subject to the ap-
proval of the committee. 

I wish to make a tax deductible donation of  
[ ] $250 [ ] $100 [ ] $50  
[ ] other amount $................. to the campaign. 
Make donation cheque payable to NPA-Narrabeen. 
Thank you. 

Please print - Name: 

.............................................................................. 

Address: 

................................................................................... 

......................................... Postcode: ........................ 

Phone: ....................................................................... 

Email: 

................................................................................... 

It will be most helpful to have your email address as we 

often use email to communicate with members. If your 

postal or email address has changed, please tell us. 

Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon 
Catchment Inc is associated  
with National Parks Association. 
Enquiries: Judith Bennett 
Phone: 9905 2135 Email: 
sydney.educ@npansw.org.au www.npansw.org.au 

Narrabeen Lagoon Autumn activities – 
bushwalks, kayak trips & tours 
 

Friends of Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment has  organised a series 

of spectacular events to celebrate the wonders of this beautiful 

part of Sydney.  These activities are FREE but you must register in 

advance.  

Cromer to Oxford Falls Bushwalk – Sun Feb 26 

On this 4-hour walk, Councillor Conny Harris will take you to the 

most endangered vegetation community in Warringah. See heart 

leaved stringybark and other flowers. Starts 8.30am. One way so 

carpool will be organised. Grade Medium, with some ups and 

downs. Phone 0432 643 295.  

Email conny.harris@warringah.nsw.gov.au 

 

Tag-along Tour – Sat Mar 3 

Here’s a great way to see the catchment if you are less mobile.  
You can drive or be driven around the catchment to see all the 
significant areas and learn about the issues, the threatened species 
and the campaign for Narrabeen State Park from Friends 
committee member Jacqui Marlow. Meet 8.45am at the Tramshed 

carpark. Finishes at noon. Coffee afterwards. Phone 9913 8031. 
Email Jacqui.marlow@gmail.com 

 

Narrabeen Lagoon Catchment traverse – Sat Mar 24 

Councillor Conny Harris will lead this 4-hour bushwalk, starting at 

10am from Deep Creek, proceeding into Garigal National Park and 

concluding at Oxford Falls. You’ll explore some of the area’s best 

bush tracks, visit the Deep Creek waterfall and identify flora and 

fauna. Grade Medium with some inclines. Carpool back. Phone 

0432 243 295.  

Email conny.harris@warringah.nsw.gov.au 
 

Cromer Circle Bushwalk – Sun Apr 29 

Councillor Conny Harris will take the group across Warringah’s 

most special vegetation community. Share Conny’s enthusiasm, 

enjoy great views and practice plant identification as you go. 4-

hours, grade Medium. Meet 10am at Cromer Rd. Phone 0432 643 

295.   

Email conny.harris@warringah.nsw.gov.au 

 

REGISTER TO ATTEND - DON’T JUST TURN UP ON THE DAY. 

NUMBERS ARE LIMITED. 

Pathway around Lagoon 

Warringah Council is organising signage along the pathway 
around Narrabeen Lagoon that highlights items of historical 
or ecological interest.  One of the signs concerns the Cement 
Works constructed by Edward Stone nearly 100yrs ago. 

The Cement Works sign is on Stage 1 of the Walkway between 
Deep Creek and Middle Creek Reserve. 


